
THE ANTHROPOLOGIST
International Journal of Contemporary and Applied Studies of Man

ISSN 0972-0073

© Kamla-Raj 2000 Anthropologist,  2(3): 161-168 (2000)

Land-Labourer Relationship and Effect on the Working
Efficiency: Anthropometry and Health Traits of the Oraon
Agricultural Workers of Jalpaiguri District of West Bengal

Subrata K. Roy and Baidyanath Pal

Anthropology and Human Genetics Unit, Indian Statistical Institute, 203, B.T. Road,
Calcutta 700 035, India

E-mail: rsubrata@isical.ac.in

KEYWORDS Workers. Health and Socio-culture Factors. Productivity. Third World Countries

ABSTRACT The aspect of worker productivity or efficiency of work is one of the interesting problems in the
third world countries especially in the Indian context. The work productivity or efficiency of work depends on
several factors including health and socio-cultural factors. In the present paper, three agrarian Oraon worker
groups (landowner, sharecropper and daily labourer) have been considered in order to see the differences in work
output and to find out the possible causes of such differences. The measurement of work output in harvesting
(stocks), used for the present purpose is supposed to be the only possible way, and some explanations have been
given in favour of the measurement. Results of the present study show that there are differences in work output
between/among agrarian worker groups but the differences are not statistically significant. The differences in work
output may not clearly be attributed to the differences in anthropometric traits or other health traits. Possible
explanations have been sorted out in the light of socio-culture values example, attitude and motivat ion of the
workers.
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